Training Topic #14f – Refile of messages

Lesson Intent.  The intent of this lesson is to continue our seven-part discussion of messages by reviewing the procedures we use for refiling messages.

Instructor note: The messages used in the lesson text are extracted from the current Basic Training Course; ask training participants to have their BTC available for reference during this session.

Reference:  Army MARS Basic Training Course paragraph 2-19.

Last time we discussed how to deliver messages.  Today we'll cover the procedures for refiling messages and next time we'll conclude our review of messages by looking at the MARS traffic network and the gateway traffic system.

Background

· As we have discussed previously, messages are transmitted over MARS circuits employing either radiotelephone or digital means.

· MARS is basically a relay system and the vast majority of messages entering the system may pass through several MARS stations before delivery to the addressee.

· Some messages originating in the amateur service may be entered into the MARS traffic system and vice versa.  The process we used to move traffic between systems is called "Refile".

Refile of Messages

· Message refile is the reprocessing of messages into the appropriate format for transfer to or from another system or mode of communications.

· Traffic that is transferred from a digital mode to a voice net constitutes refile since some minor changes may be necessary in the message format to adapt it to voice transmission, such as changing prosigns to prowords and the assignment of a new message serial number.

· MARS members can refile messages into the amateur radio service only if MARS facilities are not available to deliver the message to its final destination, so it is a method of last resort.

· Refiling of messages from the amateur service into MARS most often happens when the addressee is a service member stationed overseas, since the ARRL National Traffic System (NTS) primarily covers the United States and its possessions.

· The refile procedures required to properly transfer a message from or into the amateur service are the responsibility of the MARS member since the transfer always occurs at a MARS station.

· As you can see it's very important that we understand and properly apply the detailed refile procedures that we'll discuss today; doing so helps meet our mission of providing reliable communications to our customers.

· One note, MARS messages should not be refiled into the amateur service merely to provide training in refile procedures.

Refile Procedures – MARS to Amateur Service
The MARS station that refiles a MARS message into the amateur system will make the following changes to the text and heading:

· Delete all components of the heading before the address to include any group count before the first break (BT).

· Delete the abbreviation SGD ("signed") if used between the last word and the signature and insert a break (BT).

· Add a new header line including all of the following in sequence:

--New message serial number
--Precedence [Routine (R) or Priority (P)]
--Amateur call sign of the refiling MARS station
--Compute and insert a Check ("CK") count (the word count of the text of the message).  Note that if there was a MARS group count included that it does not translate directly to a check count since it did not include the signature.
--Place of origin, the words "VIA MARS/", and the call sign of the MARS station of origin (Note: It's important to include the phrase "VIA MARS" so that it does not appear that the message was handled improperly by the amateur service, i.e. violating 3rd party traffic agreements).
--Originator's time, month, and day

· Insert "X" as appropriate to indicate obvious message content breaks such as sentence end-points; do not end the text with "X" as it wastes space and makes the word count longer.  Ensure you include each "X" as a single word in the check count.

· A MARS message will not be released into the amateur system until all changes listed above have been completed.

EXAMPLE: (Message received via MARS)

DE ABM4USA NR 123

M 010001Z OCT 01

FM SGT JOHN JONES/ABM4USA KO

D CO 1-14 FA

APO AP 96299-9999

555-1234

TO SALLY JONES

55 WOOD ST

EAST PODUNK RI 02899-9999

401-555-6789

BT

RECEIVED PICTURES THANKS TELL KIDS I LOVE THEM CALL YOU SOON LOVE SGD JOHN

BT

Message as refiled to amateur system:

NR 001 R W1XYZ CK 16 KOREA VIA MARS/ABM4USA 0001Z 1 OCT

TO SALLY JONES

55 WOOD STREET

EAST PODUNK RI 02899-9999

401-555-6789

BT
RECEIVED PICTURES X THANKS X TELL KIDS I LOVE THEM X CALL YOU SOON X LOVE

BT

JOHN

Note: The date at the end of the preamble of this amateur message indicates the month and day the message was filed; it doesn't include a year figure as the NTS format doesn't require it.

Refile procedures – Amateur to MARS System

An amateur radio service message will not be accepted for refile into the MARS system unless it contains all of the following:

· Message number

· Call sign of the amateur station of origin

· Precedence [Routine (R) or Priority (P)]

· Place of origin

· Complete military TO address

· Complete text

· Signature

To refile the amateur message into a MARS-formatted message, the following changes will be made to the amateur message:

· Delete the amateur message number and check (CK).  Note that there is no requirement to convert the CK number to a corresponding group count as group counts are used now only in extraordinary circumstances.

· Delete the break (BT) between the last word of the text and the signature and insert the word SGD ("signed").

· Create a MARS heading by adding the following lines in sequence:

--DE (refiling MARS station call sign) NR (message serial number of the refiling MARS station)
--Precedence (M, R, or P) and DTG of the refiling MARS station
--Insert "FM" at the beginning of the line containing the amateur call sign of the station of origin, the place of origin, and filing time and date of the amateur station.  If no filing time was on the original message, "NFT" (no filing time) is used.  Add a "/" followed by the refiling MARS station call sign and state.

EXAMPLE: (Message as received from amateur system)

NR 1 R W1XYZ 19 WEST PODUNK RI NFT OCT 2

TO SGT JOHN JONES

D CO 1-14 FA

APO AP 96299-9999

555-1234

BT

RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE X KIDS SAY HI AND SEND THEIR LOVE X ANXIOUS TO HEAR YOUR VOICE X LOVE

BT

SALLY

Message as refiled to MARS system:

DE AAR1ZZ NR 2

M 021930Z OCT 01

FM W1XYZ WEST PODUNK RI NFT OCT 2/AAR1ZZ RI

TO SGT JOHN JONES

D CO 1-14 FA

APO AP 96299-9999

555-1234

BT

RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE KIDS SAY HI AND SEND THEIR LOVE ANXIOUS TO HEAR YOUR VOICE LOVE SGD SALLY

BT

Note: You may receive an amateur service message that contains the word "ARL 8" in the check block.  This means the text of the message has an ARL numbered text in it, and a word count of 8; it DOES NOT mean ARRL numbered message number EIGHT.

· As an aside, you can imagine that confusion here could have unpleasant results.  You have to be very careful in the amateur service as the story is told about an amateur with limited traffic experience who once received a message with a check of ARL 13.  The message itself was an innocuous little greeting from some sort of county fair, but the amateur receiving it thought the message was ARRL numbered message 13 which is "Medical emergency exists here."  Consequently, he unknowingly put a family through a great deal of unnecessary stress. 
Questions for discussion:
Questions that came up during discussion:
The way ahead: This concludes the sixth part of our discussion of messages.  Next time we'll conclude our discussion regarding messages by taking a look at the overall MARS traffic network and a detailed look as the gateway traffic system.
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