Training Topic #10 – MARS Call Signs

Lesson Intent.  The intent of this lesson is to discuss different types and proper use of service MARS call signs.

Reference:  Army MARS SOP Chapter 7. CAM Net Notes 17 Dec 99, 18 Feb 00, 01 Dec 00, 30 Mar 01, 04 Oct 02.

During this training session we'll discuss the different types and proper use of our MARS call signs.

MARS call sign authority

· All Army MARS radio stations must possess a valid MARS license and call sign to operate on Army MARS frequencies; we talked about frequency assignments during a previous session.  Call signs are issued by the appropriate area command, or command MARS director.  They consist of a prefix code block and suffix codes.

· Prefix code blocks are internationally registered.  Army MARS prefix code blocks are authorized by the Department of the Army and provided to the Chief, Army MARS for use and control.  A prefix code block consists of three letters and a number based on geographical area or region.

· With the exception of MARS billet call signs where letter combinations indicate their function, suffix codes consist of two or three random, sequential letters.  For individual and auxiliary members, the suffix codes will be assigned in alphabetical sequence starting with "AA" and continuing through "ZZ".  For military and club members, three letter suffixes are used.

Call sign assignments.  The Chief, Army MARS has delegated the authority to issue call signs within their areas, to area and command directors.  Call signs are issued geographically and duplicate call signs are not issued.  The seven different types of call sign assignments used in the Army MARS program are as follows:

Individual Member 

Members undergoing Basic Training 

Military MARS Stations

Club Stations

Net Call Signs

Auxiliary MARS Members 

Special Billet

Let's take each one and see what they're all about.

· Individual Member Call Signs.  An individual call sign is issued to each volunteer member radio station.  The assignment is based on the individual's place of residence.  Within the continental United States (CONUS), the state in which the individual has established a permanent home address is the determining factor.


· Basic Training Call Signs.  The call sign of new volunteer members will temporarily carry a "/T" at the end of their call sign.  This indicates to other members that they are in a training status.  Once they successfully complete the basic training program the member is advised to drop the "/T".

· Military MARS Station Call Signs.  Military MARS stations are readily identifiable by their specific call sign suffix assignments.  The three letter suffix codes of military MARS stations are:

-Regular Army.  The first letter of the suffix must be a "U" followed by "AA" through "ZZ".  The exception is that the suffix "USA" is reserved for area gateway stations.
–National Guard.  The first letter of the suffix must be "N" followed by "AA" through "ZZ".
–Army Corps of Engineers.  The first letter of the suffix must be "E" followed by "AA" through "ZZ".
–Army Reserve.  The first letter of the suffix must be "R" followed by "AA" through "ZZ".

· Club Station Call Signs.  The three-letter suffix code for call signs of club stations is always "C", followed by "AA" through "ZZ".

· Net Call Signs.  Net call signs are used to identify specific radio networks within MARS.  You can find more information regarding net call signs in the Army MARS Net Plan.

· Auxiliary MARS Member.  In lieu of a call sign, auxiliary members receive an identification code with a prefix of "AUX", followed by the region number and a suffix "AA" through "ZZ".

· Special Billet Call Signs.  The Chief, Army MARS authorizes special billet call signs for use by the Chief's, the area, and the state special staff positions.  Only the Chief, Army MARS can establish billet call signs.  You can find the list of authorized billet call signs in Chapter 3 of the MARS SOP.


--You are all probably familiar with some of the state billet call signs.  For example, when you listen to state nets you can recognize the State MARS Director (SMD) by the prefix "AAA" followed by a number, followed by the two letter abbreviation for their state.  Examples include AAA3MD for Maryland, AAA3NC for North Carolina, AAA3VA for Virginia and so forth.

--State staff positions include call signs with suffixes indicating their positions, for example "E" followed by the state abbreviation identifying the Emergency Operations Officer, "A" for the state Administrative Officer, and "T" for the State Training Officer.

--Additionally there are a group of Special MARS Billet Call Signs and licenses that identify the headquarters of some of the major disaster relief agencies that MARS supports.  These special call signs are allocated under the prefix block "AAN".  These call signs were designated so that the MARS membership of all three services would readily recognize these disaster relief agency headquarters if and when they operate on MARS frequencies for scheduled MARS exercises or during an actual emergency situation.  Here are examples of the current list:

AAN3DOMS, Director of Military Support (DOMS)

AAN3FEMA, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and

AAN3NCS, National Communications Systems (NCS) & SHARES

Call sign usage

· Army MARS call signs are authorized only for use on MARS frequencies except during actual emergencies or when exercising interoperability with other agencies as specifically authorized by the Chief, Army MARS.

· MARS call signs will not be used on amateur radio frequencies except if mentioned during conversation.  Issuance of MARS call signs does not authorize the use of amateur radio frequencies.

· Amateur call signs will not be used on MARS radio frequencies except if mentioned during conversation.

· MARS call signs are regulated by international agreement.  Any modification of call signs may result in misidentification of the stations involved.  For this reason, the Department of the Army does not allow the use of abbreviated call signs.  Additionally, MARS operators will always use the complete phonetic call sign when referring to or identifying their own or any other MARS station or support agency. 

· If operating at other than their normal station, such as vacationing, members still use their assigned call sign.  The primary station operator will check volunteer members at another member's station into a net.  For example, "THIS IS AAM3TVA WITH AAM3VA IN STATION".

· Call signs assigned to a military or club station are station call signs, not individual member call signs.  All operators at the military station will use a military station call sign.  The primary operator on duty at the club station will use a club station call sign.

· A volunteer member, when operating at a military or club station, should use the club or military call sign.  He should use his individual call sign when operating as an individual member.

To every rule there is of course usually an exception or two!  During MARS emergency operations or when specifically authorized by the Chief, Army MARS (such as during exercises), two exceptions to call sign usage may be made:

· A volunteer MARS radio station, when requested by an Army MARS military gateway station, may temporarily assume the mission of the designated gateway, in other words the volunteer station would then be authorized to use the call sign of the gateway station, for example AAA3USA or AAT3TRN.

· Tactical military units may use tactical call signs to interface with MARS.

State, Region, Area, and National Net Call Signs 

Prescribed net calls provide standardization and geographical identification.

· State Level Nets: Army MARS state net call signs are derived from the state director's billet call sign followed by a slant bar and single letter character A through Z with the exceptions of "/E" and "/X" which are reserved for actual emergency or exercise nets respectively.

· Region Level Nets: Army MARS region net call signs are derived from the region net call signs followed by the slant bar and single letter character A through Z with the exceptions being "/E" and "/X".

· National Level Nets: National or CONUS wide net call signs are derived from the Chief Army MARS billet call sign followed by a slant bar and single letter character A through Z with the same exceptions for "/E" and "/X".

· OCONUS Nets: OCONUS country net call signs are derived from the billet call sign of the Command Director followed by a slant bar and single letter character A through Z with the exception of "/E" and "/X".

Use of Billet Call Signs.

· MARS HQ Staff and Chief's Special Staff Call Signs.  The use of billet call signs on all command nets is mandatory if the member is acting in the capacity of their position.  Although it is not mandatory it is recommended that headquarters Staff and Chief's Special Staff assigned billet call signs be used on all Army MARS nets as it makes the person available to the net attendees for questions, discussions or assistance.

· Area Special Staff and specific State Billet Call Signs.  Area, State MARS Director (SMD), Assistant SMD, State Emergency Operations Officer, and State Training Officer billet call signs should be used on all Army MARS nets within a given geographical area to include the member's Area, Region and State nets.  Use of these specific billet call signs outside the geographical area is not mandatory but may be used if the individual feels that it meets the criteria we just discussed.  For example, the billet call can be important during coordination, discussions and sharing of ideas on topics in the areas of responsibility such as training and operations which can assist others in the performance of their duties.

· State Billet Call Signs.  The use of State billet call signs is mandatory on command nets and all Army nets within your state.  Use of billet call signs outside the state is not mandatory but may be used if desired by the individual.

· Other Service Nets.  The member should use their own judgment on Air Force and Navy/Marine Corps nets as the Army MARS billet call sign may or may not be recognized by other service MARS members.

Other Service MARS Call Signs 

With inter-service interoperability comes the need to recognize the call signs of our sister services.  As a simple guide, the three letter characters and numerical prefix by service is:

· Navy/Marine Corps –"NNN" for all N/MC stations including staff positions, followed by the number zero, and a two or three letter suffix.

· Air Force – The Air Force call sign prefix system is similar to ours with the fourth numerical digit relating to the region, although Air Force regions do not coincide with Army regions.  The three letter prefix characters are:

-AFA – general membership
–AGA – military stations
–AFF and AFN – staff positions

Abbreviated Call Signs 

· As we know, abbreviated call signs are not authorized on Army MARS networks and we always spell out our call signs phonetically.  Other services have different procedures and may not require call signs to be spoken phonetically at all times or may use abbreviated call signs on their networks.

· However, when operating on Army MARS networks other service MARS stations and support agencies should follow our procedure and always vocalize their complete call signs phonetically.

· So what do you do if a Navy station operating on your net uses "N N N 0 XRAY XRAY XRAY" or and Air Force station says "A F A 2 ALPHA BRAVO" (not using phonetics for prefixes) since that procedure is authorized on their own service networks?
· Well the answer is that when it does occur, the Army NCS station should politely and tactfully inform the individual of the net procedures of the host service.  Each service has a reason for their particular net procedures and therefore the procedural rules of the host service net are not open for discussion or debate.
Questions for discussion:
Questions that came up during discussion:
The way ahead: Next time we'll discuss Army MARS participation reports.
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